ERCHLESS - THE HOUSE

The business interests of the town were
booming in the 1850°s. Robert Chisholm was
appointed Collector of Customs and in 1855
built the southeast portion of the house closest
to Navy St. and the pier for use as a bank and
customs house. The gate between the Customs
House and Tilly’s house was installed in 1861 to
keep the public from wandering into Rebecca
Chisholm’s garden.

Across Navy St. is Lakeside Park, originally part
of the estate. This was the site of the house
Mount Vernon which had extensive gardens.
Built by John Alexander Chisholm in the
18907, it burned in 1923. The Chisholm family
later transferred the site to the Town of
Oakville allowing for the placement of the post

office and Thomas House.

3 Lakes-idePark
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In addition to Rebecca the house has at least
eight ghosts that are known. The museum

staff or volunteers at the Oakville Historical
Society can tell you more about these ghosts.

Rebecca, wife of William Chisholm, dropped
dead at the gate one day. She has been seen
from time to time at the gate and in the
gardens.

Entrance Gate - Start of Walk - |

Oakville Historical Society
I 10 King St.
Oakville, Ontario L6] IBI

Preserving Oakville’s History
Since 1953

SELF GUIDED WALK
OF THE

ERC Elelezl:S.S' BESTIRASEE

The Erchless estate was the home of the
Chisholm family from the early 1830’s until the
1960’s. After standing empty for several years,
the estate was acquired by the Town of
Oakville for $550,000 in the 1970’.

The Town now houses the Oakville Museum in

the main house.

The estate now consists of the Coachhouse,
the Cottages and the main house, Erchless,
after which the estate was named. Erchless,
pronounced “Erkless”, is the ancestral seat of
the Clan Chisholm in Scotland. “Erchless”
means “By the Water” in Scots Gaelic.
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